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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 18849 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, MOPS, PINT, CB, TH 

SUBJECT: MAYAGUEZ AFFAIR: INTERVIEW WITH CAPTAIN 

REF: A) STATE 212312 

B) BANGKOK 8993 

C) BANGKOK 9291 

D) BANGKOK DATT IR 6 895/0279 75 

E) BANGKOK DATT IR 6 895/0304 75 

1. IN RESPONSE TO REF A, EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT IT 
IS REASONABLY ESTABLISHED THAT CAMBODIAN CRAFT 
E-31 1 DID NOT RPT NOT PARTICIPATE IN MAYAGUEZ AFFAIR, 
ALTHOUGH REF B, BASED ON INITIAL AND FRAGMENTARY 
INFORMATION, DID SO REPORT. HOWEVER, REFS C, D, AND E 
BROUGHT OUT LATER INFORMATION, CLARIFYING SITUATION 
AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO RPT NO RECORD OF RECOLLECTION OF 
HAVING RECEIVED LETTER FROM MEMBER OF CREW OF E-3 1 1 . 
INASMUCH AS MAYAGUEZ SAILED FOR SINGAPORE AFTER IT WAS 
FREED FROM CONTROL OF CAMBODIAN AUTHORITIES, WE ASSUME 
CAPTAIN MILLER GAVE LETTER TO HIS AGENT THERE. ASSUME ALSO 
THAT AGENT IN SINGAPORE SENT LETTER QTE BY DISPATCH 

END QTE TO BANGKOK, ALTHOUGH CAPTAIN MILLER DOES NOT 
RPT NOT SAY TO WHOM IT WAS SENT IN BANGKOK. 
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3. FROM RTG POINT OF VIEW, THE LESS SAID ABOUT THE 
E-311, THE BETTER. THAI NAVY HAS INCLUDED SHIP IN 
ITS INVENTORY, GIVEN IT A NEW PENDANT NUMBER, AND 
WOULD CLEARLY PREFER TO HAVE NO RPT NO QUESTIONS 
ASKED ABOUT VESSEL'S OWNERSHIP. 

4. PUBLICATION OF INTERVIEW IN WASHINGTON STAR SEPT. 

4 MAY MAKE IT DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE TO SIDESTEP 
PRESS INQUIRIES. BELIEVE BEST COURSE IS FOR DEPT TO 

STATE THAT, AFTER LATER INQUIRIES, DEPT BELIEVES, ON BALANCE, 
THAT E-311 DID NOT RPT NOT TAKE PART IN MAYAGUEZ 
AFFAIR, AS CAPTAIN MILLER HAS STATED IN STAR INTERVIEW, 
ALTHOUGH EARLIER INFO SUGGESTED THAT IT HAD BEEN 
INVOLVED. AS TO E-311, IT IS NOW ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
TO RECONSTRUCT FULL STORY OF ITS OPERATIONS IN PERIOD 
PRECEDING SEIZURE OF MAYAGUEZ. CREW HAS BEEN BROKEN 
UP, SOME OF THEM MAY HAVE LEFT THAILAND. AND VESSLE 
ITSELF REMAINS IN THAILAND. 
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